BYLAWS – VIRGINIA CHAPTER OF NENA
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[bookmark: _Toc234462405]ARTICLE I – PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY
[bookmark: _Toc234462406]Section 1. Name
The name of this organization shall be known as the Virginia Chapter of the National Emergency Number Association, also referred to as “Chapter” or “Virginia NENA”. The Chapter is chartered by the National Emergency Number Association henceforth referred to as “Association” or “NENA”, a 501(c)(3) non-stock corporation. The Chapter is separate and a distinct organization, operating independently of the Association and financially responsible for its own operations, but shall comply with the Bylaws of the Association.

[bookmark: _Toc234462407]Section 2. Objective
The objective of the Chapter shall be to:
1. Lead in the development, availability, implementation and enhancement of a universal emergency telephone number common to all jurisdictions through research, planning, training, education and legislative advocacy and support;
2. Represent its members before communication regulatory agencies and policy making bodies; and strive toward citizens having immediate access to emergency public safety services so that safety of human life, protection of property, and civic welfare are benefited to the utmost degree;
3. Aid and assist in the timely collection and dissemination of information relating to a universal emergency telephone number
4. Enable all citizens to have immediate access to emergency public safety services so that safety of human life, protection of property and civic welfare are benefited to the utmost degree; and
5. Provide for membership in this Chapter in accordance with the language and intent of its Bylaws, which are now, and may later be, in effect. Membership shall not be limited other than by classification and good character and shall have such rights and privileges by classification as may be provided from time to time.


[bookmark: _Toc234462408]ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP
[bookmark: _Toc234462409]Section 1. Members
Applications for Chapter membership and the reporting thereof shall be executed upon standard forms as approved and directed by the Executive Board of NENA. All applications are submitted directly to the Association office. The President of the Chapter may, at any time, request for the Association office to produce a list of the Chapter members.

[bookmark: _Toc234462410]Section 2. Membership Designations
The membership of the Chapter shall be divided into the classes of Public Sector Member, Private Sector Member, Telecommunicator, Associate Member, Retired Member, National Hall of Fame Member, and Life Member. Members shall be admitted in accordance with the classification requirements set forth in this Article. Membership shall not be denied based on race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age or numerical limitation. All members may serve on committees if appointed, participate in chapter activities, vote on chapter business in accordance with these Bylaws, and hold elected office unless otherwise provided in these Bylaws.

Public Sector Member
Public sector members are members who are employed by, or appointed or elected to, a government or quasi-government agency, and who are or have been responsible for some aspects of design, promotion, construction, installation, maintenance, command and/or operation of public safety communications systems. Public sector members shall be entitled to all rights of membership and may hold an elected office. 

Private Sector Member
Private sector members are members who provide products or services related to public safety emergency systems and communications industries. Private sector members shall be entitled to all rights of membership and may hold an elected office. 

Telecommunicator Member
Telecommunicator members are members who are certified, engaged in, employed as, or retired from non-management and non-supervisory positions, including call-takers, who wish to further their career in the emergency communications industry and support the goals and objectives of NENA. Telecommunicator members shall be entitled to all rights of membership and may hold an elected office.

Associate Member
Associate members are members who are not eligible for public sector or private sector membership, but who wish to support the goals and objectives of NENA. Associate members may not vote, nominate candidates for the Chapter Executive Board, or hold any office on the Chapter Executive Board. Associate members will not receive the annual membership directory.

Retired Member
Retired members are individuals who have at least 12 years of membership in NENA and are no longer actively employed by any public safety entity (either public or private, full- or part-time). Retired members may hold an elected office. 

Hall of Fame Member (NENA National Designation)
This Class of membership is extended by special action of the NENA Executive Board. Those so honored shall have all privileges held during regular membership.

Life Member (Chapter Designation)
Life Membership in an honorary category determined by a member’s regular classification and shall be bestowed by majority vote of the Chapter’s general membership. Such members shall not pay dues, but have all privileges held during regular membership. The Chapter will assume responsibility for paying any applicable membership dues on their behalf.

Automatic Membership
All NENA members shall also have automatic membership in the Chapter as appropriate and available. The Chapter’s Executive Board shall determine all questions of membership eligibility, including eligibility for nomination and election.

[bookmark: _Toc234462411]Section 3. Dues
3.1. Expiration 
NENA membership is based on the calendar year, and all memberships expire December 31 of the year joined unless payment is received after October 1, in which case your membership will be valid through December 31 of the following year. Members that are delinquent will be dropped from the Association and Chapter membership rolls the end of March.

3.2. Distribution 
Dues for membership categories are established by the National Emergency Number Association (NENA). The Chapter does not have the authority to set or raise dues independently. A designated portion of each member’s dues, as determined by NENA, shall be returned to the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc234462412]Section 4. Voting and Officer Restrictions
All members of this Chapter have the right to vote on chapter business as outlined in Section 2. Any Public or Private Sector member may hold elected positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past President, or Member At Large. The Private Sector Director may only be held by a Private Sector member. Members may only hold one position/office.


[bookmark: _Toc234462413]ARTICLE III – OFFICERS
[bookmark: _Toc234462414]Section 1. Designation and Term of Office
1.1. Board Officers
The Executive Board of the Chapter shall consist of the following: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past President, three (3) Members At Large, and a Private Sector Director.

1.2. Term of Office
All offices will be elected bi-annually for a two-year term at the Annual Conference of the Chapter, except in the case of vacancy when a Special Election will be held. 
1. A succession of officers from Vice-President to President to Immediate Past President requires only the election of the Vice-President on odd years. 
2. The Secretary and the Private Sector Director shall be elected on even years.
3. Treasurer shall be elected on odd years.
4. Members At Large will be elected bi-annually for a two-year term with one (1) being elected on even years and two (2) being elected on odd years.
5. The term of office for all elected offices shall be for two (2) years or until a successor is elected and assumes office.

1.3. Good Standing
To hold any office within the Chapter, one must be an eligible member in good standing in Virginia.

[bookmark: _Toc234462415]Section 2. Election Procedure
2.1.
All potential officers must provide, brief professional bio, picture, and a letter of support from their respective agency (except Retired Members), or company, to serve their board term.

2.2.
Officers or members-at-large of the Virginia Chapter of the Association of Public Safety Officials International (APCO) may not concurrently serve on the Virginia NENA Executive Board.

[bookmark: _Toc234462416] Section 3. Nomination and Election
3.1.
The nominating committee shall propose one or more candidates for vice president, secretary, treasurer, private sector director, and member at large from among those who have been nominated in accordance with procedures established by the Executive Board.

3.2.
The Executive Board shall establish voting procedures for the election of candidates, which shall include electronic balloting

3.3.
The Executive Board shall establish a procedure for reporting the total number of votes cast for each candidate for office and determining the results of the election.

[bookmark: _Toc234462417]Section 4. Succession of Office
4.1.
Elected officers shall assume their duties and authorities on the last day of the annual conference at which they were elected. Officers shall remain in office until the installation of their elected successor or the investiture of their successor, as provided in Section 2 herein.

4.2.
At the Annual Conference, an investiture will be held wherein the person holding the office of Vice President shall succeed to the office of President and President shall succeed to the office of Immediate Past President. 

4.3.
In the event that the Annual Conference is cancelled for any reason, the Chapter Executive Board shall publish a date that the incoming board shall be sworn in to office either in person or virtually.

[bookmark: _Toc234462418]Section 5. Vacancies in Office
5.1.
Vacancies in the office of President shall be filled by advancement in rank, provided that such fulfillment shall be in acting capacity until the next Virginia NENA Annual Conference where the acting officer shall be eligible for regular investiture to office. Such acting capacities shall have no effect upon their normal term of office or eligibility thereto.

5.2.
Vacancies in the office of Vice President shall be filled by Presidential appointment as confirmed by the Executive Board of Officers, and such approved appointee shall perform their duties in the acting capacity until the next Virginia NENA Annual Conference where the person so acting shall be eligible for regular investiture to office. Such acting capacities shall have no effect upon their normal term of office or eligibility thereto.

5.3.
Vacancies in the offices of Secretary, Treasurer, Member At Large, and Private Sector Director shall be filled by Presidential appointment as confirmed by the Executive Board of Officers, and such approved appointee shall perform their duties in the acting capacity until the next Virginia NENA Annual Conference where the person so acting shall be eligible for regular investiture to office. Such acting capacities shall have no effect upon their normal term of office or eligibility thereto.


[bookmark: _Toc234462419]ARTICLE IV – OFFICE DUTIES AND AUTHORITY
[bookmark: _Toc234462420]Section 1. President
1.1. Authority
The President’s power shall include authority to:
1. Carry out duties as delegated in this Article, and those policies duly adopted by the Executive Board;
2. Appoint special Committees to perform tasks deemed necessary;
3. Call any committee into session at any time.

1.2. Duties
In addition to such other authority, the President’s duties shall include the following:
1. Authorize reasonable and proper expenses, up to $500.00 to any Executive Board member for the purpose of specific Chapter duties. Such authorization shall be reported to the full Executive Board, by mail or electronic mail, within 72 hours;
2. Engage legal counsel in accordance with approval of the Executive Board of the Chapter;
3. Preside at all meetings of this Chapter and/or the Executive Board and Serve as Chair of the Executive Board;
4. Appoint committees in accordance with Article VII of these Bylaws;
5. Report on the State of the Chapter to the membership at its Annual Conference;
6. Carry out the purposes of this Chapter as set forth in its Constitution and Bylaws;
7. Keep the NENA Northeastern Regional Director informed of Chapter matters; and
8. Make appointments to fill vacancies in office.

1.3. Parliamentary Authority
The President’s parliamentary decisions upon the Conference floor shall be final, provided they are not in conflict with the Conference Rules of this Chapter and for other matters by the current issue of Roberts Rules of Order, to the extent practicable.

[bookmark: _Toc234462421]Section 2. Other Elected Officers
2.1. Vice President
1. It shall be the duty of the Vice President to perform all duties of the President in his/her absence. When so acting, the Vice President shall have the powers of and be subject to all restrictions upon the President.
2. The Vice President shall conduct a continuous effort to increase all classes of membership and increase the revenues of the Chapter in a manner approved by the Executive Board.
3. Make, at each Annual Conference, a full report of their activities.
4. The Vice President shall have such other duties and exercise such other authority as from time to time may be delegated by the President or the Executive Board.

2.2. Secretary
It shall be the responsibility of the Chapter Secretary to perform the following duties:
1. Publish minutes from Membership, Executive Board, and other Chapter business within 21 business days of the meeting’s adjournment.
2. Maintain the records, files and library of the Chapter and handle its general correspondence. 
3. Serve as Historian of the Chapter, coordinate the input and maintain an archive which shall store, list and maintain that which is deemed to be of historical value to the Chapter including information of historical interest to the membership of this Chapter.
4. Make, at each Annual Conference, a full report of their activities
5. The Chapter Secretary shall have such other duties and exercise such authority as from time to time may be delegated or assigned by the President or Executive Board.

2.3. Treasurer
It shall be the responsibility of the Chapter Treasurer to perform the following duties:
1. Establish banking facilities; prepare checks for the expenditure of funds to cover the Chapter’s indebtedness.
2. Receive all funds due to this Chapter and maintain bank accounts for the orderly processing of all funds.
3. Keep complete records of all monies owed to the Chapter and of expenditures incurred by the Chapter and take all appropriate measures to assure the prompt collection or payment of, and accounting for Chapter funds.
4. Furnish semiannual financial statements containing comments and recommendations to the members of the Executive Board.
5. Make, at each Annual Conference, a full report of their activities, and a written financial statement to the Executive Board.
6. The Treasurer will cause a formal financial audit of all Chapter funds to be completed by a certified public accountant (CPA) biannually in even numbered years. The results of this review will be reported at the Annual Business Meeting.
7. Ensure all financial practices and reporting comply with requirements for maintaining the Chapter’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit status, including timely filing of applicable IRS forms and adherence to federal and state nonprofit regulations.
8. Promptly deliver all funds, books, and papers to whomever the Executive Board may designate.
9. The Chapter Treasurer shall have such other duties and exercise such authority as from time to time may be delegated or assigned by the President or Executive Board.

2.4. Immediate Past President
1. It shall be the duty of the Immediate Past President to serve as the chairperson of the Nominating Committee and assist the President in his/her liaison capacities.
2. Make, at each Annual Conference, a full report of their activities.
3. The Immediate Past President shall have such other duties and exercise such authority as from time to time may be delegated or assigned by the President or Executive Board.

2.5. Member At Large
It shall be the responsibility of the Members At Large to perform the following duties:
1. Solicit membership.
2. Promote chapter activities.
3. Special assignments.
4. Conduct continuous efforts to increase Emergency Number Professionals (ENPs) in the commonwealth by promoting professional ENP certification to Chapter members and organizing study groups to prepare members for certification.
5. Any other duties assigned by the President or the Executive Board.

2.6. Private Sector Director
It shall be the responsibility of the Private Sector Director to perform the following duties:
1. Shall represent the Chapter’s commercial membership.
2. Serve as the Chair for the Chapter’s Commercial Advisory Committee (CAC). 
3. Shall report to the Executive Board the activities of the Commercial Advisory Council (CAC), including but not limited to, a summary of the annual conference feedback / improvement suggestions, and commercial membership engagement efforts. 
4. Serve on the Chapter’s conference committee and be actively involved in planning the annual conference. 


[bookmark: _Toc234462422]ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
[bookmark: _Toc234462423]Section 1. Annual Membership Meeting
1.1.
The annual membership meeting shall be held during the Annual Conference at a time and place determined by the Executive Board to receive reports on the Chapter's activities and financial condition and conduct other business properly brought before the membership. At the Annual Conference, the incoming President shall announce the date and location of the next Annual Conference.

1.2.
The quorum for the annual meeting shall be the voting members present. Each voting member shall be entitled to one vote on business brought before the assembly at the Annual Conference. Proxy voting shall not be allowed.

1.3.
Notice of the annual meeting stating the date, time and location shall be sent to all members at least forty-five days in advance of the meeting.

1.4.
Procedures for conducting the annual and/or electronic meetings shall be adopted by the executive board.

1.5.
The oath of office shall be administered by a duly elected member of the NENA National Executive Board, as chosen by the Chapter President for the upcoming year.

[bookmark: _Toc234462424]Section 2. Special Meeting Provisions
2.1.
The Executive Board of Officers shall notify the membership at least thirty (30) days in advance of any special meetings, stating the date, place, and time of the meeting.

2.2.
Notice of a special meeting must include the items that will be brought up at the meeting, and only such items may be taken up at the special meeting.

[bookmark: _Toc234462425]Section 3. Meeting Quorum
3.1.
The quorum for any Chapter meeting shall be the active members present and voting at the meeting. Each voting member shall be entitled to one vote on business brought before the assembly at the meeting. Proxy voting will not be allowed.

3.2.
A simple majority of the Chapter members present shall decide all issues except an amendment to the Bylaws, which shall require two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Chapter members present.

[bookmark: _Toc234462426]Section 4. Electronic Meetings
4.1.
In the event that a scheduled membership meeting is prevented or rendered impractical (due to disasters, Acts of God, shortage of or inability to obtain meeting space, any law ordinance, rule or regulation, or conditions brought about due to a declared pandemic emergency and restrictions on meetings, gatherings and/or travel imposed by Federal, State or Local regulation or order, etc.), an electronic meeting via a medium of the Executive Board of Officers choice can be used to hold the meeting.

4.2.
All members shall maintain the same rights as if the meeting were held in person, and the Executive Board of Officers shall conduct the meeting as if it were occurring in person.

4.3.
The Executive Board of Officers shall notify the membership at least thirty (30) days in advance of any electronic meetings, stating the medium, login credentials and time of the meeting.

4.4.
Notice of an electronic meeting must include the items that will be brought up at the meeting. If the meeting in question is being called as a special meeting, only such items may be taken up during the meeting as are published in the meeting notice.

4.5
Electronic meetings held in lieu of an in-person Annual Conference shall be scheduled for approximately the same timeframe as the Annual Conference meeting was originally scheduled.


[bookmark: _Toc234462427]ARTICLE VI – EXECUTIVE BOARD
[bookmark: _Toc234462428]Section 1. Designation
1.1.
The Executive Board of Officers shall consist of the President, Immediate Past President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, three (3) Members at Large, and a Private Sector Director.

1.2
Each regularly elected officer shall have full voting power on the Executive Board, with each member possessing one (1) vote.

1.3.
A simple majority vote of those present at a session shall determine issues before the Executive Board. In the event of a tie, the vote of the President and Vice President shall determine the issue.

1.4. 
All committee chairs that do not currently serve as an Executive Board member shall meet with and serve the Executive Board of Officers in an advisory capacity, without the right to vote.

[bookmark: _Toc234462429]Section 2. Authority & Duties
2.1.
Authority is hereby provided for the Executive Board of Officers, between Annual Conferences, to perform all functions and do all acts, which this Chapter might do or perform, except it shall not have the power to amend these Bylaws without vote from the membership.

2.2.
The Executive Board decisions shall be final in all matters except those otherwise reserved exclusively to the members. It has the power to convene or poll itself by a majority vote.

2.3.
Minutes shall be maintained for all meetings and conferences.

2.4.
The Duties of the Executive Board of Officers are as follows:
1. Make appropriate recommendations to the membership at the Annual Conference on matters considered by the Executive Board since the last Annual Conference;
2. Supervise all accounts and expenses of the Chapter, and review the audit of the accounts of Chapter;
3. Review, modify as necessary, and approve the proposed budget of the Chapter. Such budget to show anticipated revenue by source, anticipated expenses of any projects and the desired objective, and anticipated expenses of any projects that are not a part of the regular activities of the Chapter;
4. Establish and maintain adequate management of the Chapter’s activities;
5. Establish policies for the orderly conduct of business;
6. Supervise all accounts and expenses of the Chapter and review the financial status of accounts;
7. Fill vacancies in accordance with these bylaws;
8. Select the site of the Chapter Annual Conference and inform the membership thereof;
9. Be responsible for the operation of any publication that the Chapter publishes or sponsors;
10. Where or when appropriate, call a special meeting of the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc234462430]Section 3. Executive Board Meetings
3.1.
The Executive Board of Officers shall meet at such times and places as the President shall designate, or as the Executive Board itself may otherwise deem necessary by a majority vote of its members.

3.2.
Reasonable advance notice of such meetings shall be provided in writing, or by electronic means, to all members of the Executive Board and the membership.

3.3.
The Executive Board may meet by telephone conference call or other electronic means provided that all members may hear and speak to one another at the same time.

3.4.
A meeting of the Executive Board shall not be official unless attended by a simple majority of the board members. A simple majority is defined as fifty percent (50%) plus one (1). 

3.5.
Any elected or appointed member of the Board of Directors shall be expected to attend all regular and special meetings of the Board.  A Board member who is absent from more than three (3) Board meetings or three (3) special meetings during the period of June 1 through May 31 of the following year may be subject to review by the Board. 
Exceptions may be granted in cases of emergency or other extenuating circumstances.  In such cases, the Board member shall notify the President at least six (6) hours prior to the scheduled meeting whenever reasonably possible.
Failure to meet this attendance expectation, without an approved exception, may result in review and possible action by the Board in accordance with the chapter Bylaws and applicable policies. 


[bookmark: _Toc234462431]ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES
[bookmark: _Toc234462432]Section 1. Standing Committees
1.1. Nominating Committee
1. The members of the Nominating Committee shall be the Immediate Past President and two other members elected by the Executive Board preceding the Annual Conference by at least one hundred twenty (120) days.
2. The committee shall report a slate of nominees for Vice-President, Treasurer Secretary, Member at Large, and Private Sector Director. The slate of nominees shall be presented to the membership in accord with the election procedure stated in the Policies and Procedures of the Chapter.
3. The Immediate Past President shall be the chairperson of the committee.

1.2. Commercial Advisory Committee (CAC)
There shall be a Commercial Advisory Committee (CAC) comprised of three commercial members elected by the Executive Board. The Public Sector Director shall serve as committee chair and shall act as the advisor to the Executive Board. 

1.3. Bylaws Committee
1. There shall be a Bylaws Committee comprised of three members elected by the Executive Board. The committee shall periodically review the Bylaws of the Chapter to ensure clarity, consistency and compliance with current policy and practices of the Association and in compliance with NENA National Bylaws, making recommendations for amendments as necessary.
2. The Bylaws Committee shall receive proposed changes to the Bylaws from other members, present them to the membership for vote at any regular or special meeting as defined herein, and make recommendations as deemed necessary.
3. The chairperson shall report to the Executive Board on all matters related to the committee’s activities.

1.4. Conference Committee
1. There shall be a Conference Committee comprised of the Executive Board of Officers and any volunteers (as approved by the Executive Board). The committee shall be responsible for all duties required for the Annual Conference. The Annual Conference will be held each year in conjunction with the annual meeting. 
2. The Chairperson(s) is/are permitted to appoint members of the committee as necessary to facilitate the conference with the concurrence of the President. 
3. The Chairperson(s) shall report to the Executive Board on all matters related to the committee’s activities.

[bookmark: _Toc234462433]Section 2. Special Committees
The President may appoint special committees as needed. Committee members serve at the President's pleasure, and their terms expire upon completion of their assigned duties or concurrently with the President's term, whichever occurs first.

[bookmark: _Toc234462434]Section 3. Duties of Committees
Where not otherwise specified, duties of committees shall be designated by the President, or the designated committee chairperson(s). The President may request that the activities of any committee be discussed before the Chapter Executive Board at one of its meetings and may invite committee chairperson(s) or other committee members to attend such meeting.


[bookmark: _Toc234462435]ARTICLE VIII – PROCEDURES
[bookmark: _Toc234462436]Section 1. Amendment Procedure
1.1. Statement of Restrictions
The Bylaws of this Chapter may be amended only by a majority vote of the voting membership, as specified herein.

1.2. Requirements
A proposal to amend the Bylaws of the Chapter shall be honored from any chapter member. Errors in the format of such proposal shall not be sufficient cause for rejection. An amending proposal shall be submitted by the maker in written form to the Executive Board and its format shall in order be:
1. Indication of the name of the maker of the proposal;
2. Indication of the intent of the proposal;
3. Indication of the meeting where consideration is desired;
4. Indication of the Article(s), Section(s), and Paragraph(s) of the Bylaws proposed to be amended;
5. Proposed amending language. 

1.3. Drafting of Resolutions to Amend
1. A resolution to amend the Bylaws of this Chapter shall be based upon the required amending proposal, and with the guidance of the Chapter Executive Board, it shall be so devised and drafted by the President. A copy of the draft resolution shall be provided to the maker prior to publication for his/her concurrence.
2. Participation by the Executive Board in these matters shall not be construed to imply their support of the measures considered therein except when the Executive Board initiates an amending resolution.

1.4. Required Publication
An amending resolution which has been processed with the requirements of Section 1.2 and 1.3 of this Article shall be published on the Virginia Chapter of NENA website and emailed to all members of this Chapter no less than thirty (30) days before the meeting at which the vote will occur for consideration.

1.5. Quorum Revision of Resolutions
When a quorum is present, members may recommend changes to a proposed Bylaw amendment with a simple majority vote on each proposed amendment; while final adoption of the Bylaw changes requires a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote. 

1.6. Effective Date of Amendments
Resolutions adopted by the Chapter in accordance with these Bylaws take effect upon adjournment of the meeting at which they are adopted, unless the resolution provides otherwise.

[bookmark: _Toc234462437]Section 2. Impeachment
A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the total membership shall be required for the removal of an officer of this Chapter from office.

[bookmark: _Toc234462438]Section 3. Parliamentary Procedure
3.1. Parliamentary Decisions
Any parliamentary decision by the President or the President’s designee at the Annual Conference meeting or any regularly scheduled Chapter meeting shall be final, provided it is not in conflict with the conference rules of this chapter or its Bylaws.

The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised governs the Association unless inconsistent with these Bylaws or any special rules of order adopted by the Association.

3.2. Questions Before the Chapter
For matters not specifically addressed in these Bylaws, the presiding officer shall, to the extent practicable, be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.

3.3. Meeting Agenda
The meeting will follow an agenda set forth and approved by the Executive Board. Any new or old business should be presented to the Executive Board or designee to be approved and added to the agenda by the third day before the regularly scheduled board meeting. If time allows, the Executive Board may ask if there is any new or old business to be brought up from the floor.

3.4. Speaking at Meetings
Anyone wishing to speak or comment on any items shall raise their hand and wait to be called on by the President or designee, in turn. No speaking out of turn or at the same time as the designated person shall be permitted.


[bookmark: _Toc234462439]ARTICLE IX – TRADE MARK PROTECTION
[bookmark: _Toc234462440]Section 1. Statement of Policy
The NENA logo is a registered trademark of the National Emergency Number Association and its use, except as specifically provided for in this Article, is strictly controlled by the Executive Board of the National Association.

1.1.
The Chapter is specifically authorized to use the logo for stationary purposes in the pursuit of their normal business activities.

1.2.
The use of the logo in the manufacture of jewelry and hardware in conjunction with the identification and/or commercial activities is expressly prohibited except as provided for in Section 1.3 herein.

1.3.
Any deviation from the restrictions of Section 1.2 above shall require the express written authority of the Executive Board of the Association in each particular instance.


[bookmark: _Toc234462441]ARTICLE X – DISBURSEMENT OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION
[bookmark: _Toc234462442]Section 1. Statement of Intent
Should Virginia Chapter of NENA be dissolved, all assets shall be distributed to an organization, or organizations, of similar purpose as selected by a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of an Annual Conference quorum, or by the Chapter Executive Board, if between Annual Conferences.


[bookmark: _Toc234462443]ARTICLE XI – GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
[bookmark: _Toc234462444]Section 1. Application for Funds
The President of this Chapter or any member designated by him/her may make application to any organizations, corporations, agencies, groups, or persons for grants or contribution of funds or property for carrying out general or specific purposes of this Association.

No application shall be made to, or contribution received from, any person or agency except after a determination by the Executive Board that a grant or contribution to the Chapter would be motivated by the desire to further the purpose of the Chapter and not to derive personal benefit or privilege to the donor.

[bookmark: _Toc234462445]Section 2. Acceptance of Grant or Contribution
Any member offered a grant, contribution, or contract on behalf of the Chapter shall promptly notify the President. No grant, contribution, or contract shall be accepted without Executive Board approval. The terms of each shall be documented in writing and signed by the Chapter and the donor or contracting party, as applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc234462446]Section 3. Administration of Funds
Any grant or contribution received by the Chapter shall be credited to the general fund unless its terms require a separate fund. Unless otherwise provided in the terms of the grant or contribution and approved by the Executive Board, all expenditures shall follow the procedures governing the Chapter's general fund.


[bookmark: _Toc234462447]ARTICLE XII – RETENTION OF PROPERTY INTEREST
[bookmark: _Toc234462448]Section 1. Retention of Title
All rights, title, and interest, both legal and equitable, in and to property of this Chapter shall remain in the Chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc234462449]Section 2. Requirements for Return of Property
All property of the Chapter in the possession or trust of a member or employee shall be returned immediately to the Chapter in the event of his/her death, resignation, suspension, or expulsion.




Revised July 8, 2026, and Approved
